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Thank you for coming tonight, and God 
bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Washington Convention Center. In his 
remarks, he referred to Roger A. Enrico, vice 

chairman of the board, PepsiCo, Inc.; Tom 
Loeffler, vice chairman of regents, University 
of Texas at San Antonio; U.S. Navy pilot Lt. 
Shane Osborn, USN; President Milan Kucan 
of Slovenia; and President Vladimir Putin of 
Russia.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report of the Federal Labor 
Relations Authority 
June 27, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with section 701 of the 

Civil Service Reform Act of 1978 (Public 
Law 95–454; 5 U.S.C. 7104(e)), I transmit 
herewith to you the Twenty-second Annual 
Report of the Federal Labor Relations Au-
thority for Fiscal Year 2000. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

June 27, 2001. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 28.

Remarks to Department of Energy Employees 
June 28, 2001

Thank you very much. Okay. Conserve 
your energy. [Laughter] That’s the message 
I’m sending to Congress today, in a com-
prehensive energy strategy. On the one 
hand, it says we must be wiser about how 
we develop and increase supply, and on 
the other hand, it says we must be wiser 
about how we conserve energy. 

Our Nation must have a strategy, a 
broad, comprehensive energy strategy that 
calls upon the best of the Nation’s entre-
preneurs to help us develop the tech-
nologies necessary to make wise choices in 
the marketplace, as well as calls upon our 
Nation’s innovative technologies to help us 
find new sources of energy. And the plan 
I submitted to Congress today does just 
that. 

Mr. Secretary, I appreciate your leader-
ship. He’s a man of high energy and good 

wisdom. And I picked the right man to 
lead the Energy Department for the coun-
try. I want to thank all the hard-working 
folks here at the Department of Energy 
and those around the country who are dedi-
cating your lives to making America a bet-
ter place. 

I want to thank the United States Con-
gressman who came. George, thank you 
very much for being here. He’s from the 
great State of California. As you know, Cali-
fornia has an energy issue, and the people 
of our country and the people of California 
must understand that the Federal Govern-
ment has stood side by side with the people 
of California, working to alleviate the situa-
tion there. 

We’ve expedited the ability for California 
to build new powerplants. We’ve reduced 
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the regulatory burdens and hurdles to en-
courage the increase of supply into a State 
in which no powerplant had been built for 
over a decade. And yesterday I was pleased 
to see—and the Governor inaugurated a 
new powerplant in Chino, California—the 
beginnings of what is a rational energy pol-
icy that will help the good people of Cali-
fornia get out from underneath 10 years 
of neglect. 

Secondly, the Federal Government made 
a strong commitment, led by Spence 
Abraham and led by Don Rumsfeld, to re-
duce the amount of usage of energy in 
the State of California. And I’m pleased 
to report the U.S. Navy, for example, has 
reported it has reduced power during peak 
hours by 11 percent over last year. And 
I want to thank you all for being good 
stewards of the Nation’s scarce resources. 

I’m also pleased to recognize the mem-
bers of the Canadian-Mexican-U.S. task 
force to develop energy supply in our own 
hemisphere. Natural gas needs to move in 
our hemisphere. It needs to move easily 
across our borders to find markets, to be 
able to ease the pressures of reduced sup-
ply all around the country. 

One of the interesting things about Cali-
fornia is the new powerplants that are now 
being constructed will be powered by nat-
ural gas. Therefore, we need more natural 
gas supply to power the powerplants. And 
I want to thank our Mexican and Canadian 
friends for working with us to jointly de-
velop—[applause]. 

And finally, I want to thank the entre-
preneurs who have come to brief Spence 
and myself on the latest technologies that 
are developing. You know, one of the great 
things about our country is that if we pro-
vide the right incentive and the right part-
nerships, there are no limits to what our 
entrepreneurs can develop; there’s no limits 
to the technology that we can bring to mar-
ketplace. 

And we saw a lot of that today. We saw 
new automobiles that will be more fuel effi-
cient, while making sure that consumer de-

mand for comfort is met. We saw new 
technologies being developed out of Silicon 
Valley and Massachusetts and other States, 
that will make consumer products more en-
ergy efficient. And I want to thank the 
entrepreneurs who are here and remind 
you that my government is committed to 
this proposition. Our job is to create an 
environment in which the entrepreneurial 
spirit flourishes all across America. That not 
only means reasonable, sound tax policy; 
that means putting the Federal Govern-
ment squarely on the side of innovation. 

And so, today I’m pleased to announce 
$85.7 million in Federal grants to encour-
age academia and the private sector to join 
with contributions from the private sector 
to accelerate the development of fuel cells, 
advanced engines, hydrotechnology, and ef-
ficient appliances for American consumers. 

And today, as well, I want to talk about 
what’s called vampires and announce to the 
Nation the new vampire slayer, and that’s 
the Secretary of Energy, Spence Abraham. 
[Laughter] Because of our desire for instant 
convenience, many of the appliances in our 
homes carry unnecessarily high energy 
costs. Because we’re used to a computer 
coming on instantly or a TV snapping on 
as a result of a flick of a remote switch, 
common-day appliances eat enormous 
amounts of energy, and yet we’re devel-
oping the technologies necessary to have 
both convenience and energy savings. 

Today we witnessed the technology nec-
essary, for example, to take a device that 
powers cell phones and reduce the amount 
of electricity by a significant amount of 
money. You see, when the battery is 
plugged into the wall, even though the 
phone is not charging, it still eats energy. 
And while that may not be much of a sav-
ings on an individual unit basis, when you 
multiply the amount of chargers plugged 
into people’s walls all across America, one 
can begin to realize significant energy sav-
ings all across the country. 

As a matter of fact, it said that these 
vampires, the vampire devices use about 
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4 percent of the electricity in the average 
home. And to put this on a national scale, 
if we multiplied the vampire devices’ en-
ergy consumption across the country, we’re 
talking about 52 billion kilowatt hours of 
power a year, or the equivalent of 26 aver-
age-size powerplants. 

And so the fundamental question is, are 
we able to mate the technologies with the 
consumer devices? And the answer is, we 
must. We must, if we are to have an energy 
strategy of which one of the key compo-
nents is conservation. And so today, not 
only am I announcing that Spence is the 
vampire slayer—and by that, I mean that 
the Federal Government will work hard to 
purchase and promote those energy savers 
that only use 1 watt of energy as opposed 
to the average 4 or 7 watts of energy. 

And so, what can we do? What can we 
do to set the clear example? Well, first, 
I’m going to sign an Executive order direct-
ing all Federal agencies to purchase appli-
ances that meet the 1-watt standard, wher-
ever cost effective. I say wherever cost ef-
fective because I don’t want the manufac-
turers of the new products to feel that 
they’ve got an easy market when it comes 
to the Federal Government. We will pur-
chase the new technologies, but we will 
make sure we do so without getting 
gouged. We’ll be reasonable purchasers. 
But the Federal Government must set the 
example. 

We must have—my dream is to have 
desktop computers all across our Govern-
ment with the latest savings devices that 
we saw today on display. Saving devices 
that say, when the computer is off or on 
standby, the energy supply being used is 
reduced by sevenfold. That’s necessary. It 
is the right step for our Federal Govern-
ment to set the example. It is the right 
step for our Federal Government—on the 
one hand, if we lay out an energy strategy, 
we must act upon the strategy. 

And so, Mr. Secretary, when I sign that 
Executive order, I know the kind of person 
you are. You will join with me in judging 

how effective our purchasers have become, 
to whether or not this is simply a piece 
of paper or whether or not it becomes an 
action plan for smart Government policy. 
And both of us are joined together to make 
sure it’s an action plan. 

Secondly, we hope industry joins with 
Government in making these wise deci-
sions. That’s happening. The bottom line 
is essential for many corporations. The bot-
tom line can be drastically affected in a 
positive way by smart energy practices, and 
it’s happening. Imagine the economies of 
purchase that will take place when the Fed-
eral Government and industry starts making 
wise decisions about the technologies to 
save energy, so that it becomes much more 
feasible for the American consumer in short 
order. 

And finally, we must incorporate the new 
1-watt standard in the qualifications to earn 
the ENERGY STAR as awarded by the 
Department of Energy and the EPA. The 
ENERGY STAR is an important marketing 
tool, because it says to energy-conscious 
consumers: This product makes sense; this 
product incorporates the latest technology 
to conserve energy; this product is the most 
efficient use of technology that we can pro-
mote. 

And we’re very aggressive about pro-
moting ENERGY STAR. I’m a strong sup-
porter of the program, because there are 
millions of Americans who want to make 
the right choices, who want to help this 
Nation become less dependent on foreign 
sources of crude oil, who want this Nation 
to be a nation that has a reliable energy 
source, and who want to do their part when 
it comes to purchasing in the marketplace. 
And ENERGY STAR is a great way for 
the Federal Government to enter into a 
partnership with consumer product pro-
ducers that says: This is the latest; this is 
the best. And so the Secretary of Energy 
and the Director of—Administrator of the 
EPA and my office will work to promote 
ENERGY STAR all across the country. 
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Ours is the first administration that has 
laid out a broad strategy, a comprehensive 
strategy, a strategy that goes beyond the 
stale debates of whether or not we ought 
to drill for natural gas in Alaska, or not. 
This strategy is much broader than that. 
And while I strongly believe we ought to 
explore for natural gas and hydrocarbons 
without destroying our environment—and 
I believe we can do so in Alaska—it’s im-
portant for the American people to under-
stand that we’re talking way beyond just 
one single issue that seems to dominate 
the landscape here in Washington, DC. 

Ours is a program that says: We must 
conserve; we must advance technologies 
that are smart and reasonable and make 
eminent sense for the future of our coun-
try; and that while we’re promoting addi-
tional supply, we must be wise about how 
we get supplies to the consumers. We must 
modernize an aging, decrepit, old, energy-
inefficient infrastructure. It’s about time an 

administration came up and told the truth 
to the American people and laid out a com-
monsense agenda to make sure the great 
future of this country is as bright as it 
possibly can be. 

Mr. Secretary, I’m honored to be here. 
Thank you for the invitation. Again, I want 
to repeat to all the good, hard-working folks 
here in this Department: Thanks for your 
service to the greatest country on the face 
of the Earth. 

God bless you all, and God bless Amer-
ica. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. in 
the cafeteria at the Department of Energy. 
In his remarks, he referred to Representative 
George Radanovich and Gov. Gray Davis of 
California. The Executive order of July 31 
on energy efficient standby power devices 
was published in the Federal Register at 66 
FR 40571.

Message to the Congress Transmitting National Energy Policy 
Legislative Initiatives 
June 28, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
One of the first actions I took when I 

became President in January was to create 
the National Energy Policy Development 
Group to examine America’s energy needs 
and to develop a policy to put our Nation’s 
energy future on sound footing. 

I am hereby transmitting to the Congress 
proposals contained in the National Energy 
Policy report that require legislative action. 
In conjunction with executive actions that 
my Administration is already undertaking, 
these legislative initiatives will help address 
the underlying causes of the energy chal-
lenges that Americans face now and in the 
years to come. Energy has enormous impli-
cations for our economy, our environment, 
and our national security. We cannot let 

another year go by without addressing these 
issues together in a comprehensive and bal-
anced package. 

These important legislative initiatives, 
combined with regulatory and administra-
tive actions, comprise a comprehensive and 
forward-looking plan that utilizes 21st cen-
tury technology to allow us to promote con-
servation and diversify our energy supply. 
These actions will increase the quality of 
life of Americans by providing reliable en-
ergy and protecting the environment. 

Our policy will modernize and increase 
conservation by ensuring that energy is 
used as efficiently as possible. In addition, 
the National Energy Policy will modernize 
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